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RESPOND, RENEW, REJOICE!
SPOKANE, WA In July, 2011!

Fifty-seven synods were represented when the Triennial Gathering Promoters met in Spokane,
Washington to see the facilities and promote our 8th Triennial Gathering, which will be in
Spokane. Hotels and restaurants are all within easy walking distance of the Convention Center.
We had a tour of the city, and in July the flowers will be absolutely beautiful! So start saving
now for our WELCA 8th Triennial Gathering, where you will be in fellowship with over 2,000
women as we come together to

GO TO SPOKANE!!

For more information contact: Joyce Wallace WELCA NE Penn Synod Triennial Gathering Promoter,
wallacej@lafayette.edu
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Supporting one another in our callingg=rom the beginning of time, our ancestors were called to act with
courage on their faithAbrahant ¢ K2 gl a Ol ff SRX FNRY KAa @&2dziK
another place, make himself a stranger and give birth to a great nahtoses,who led the Israelites
through the Red Sea, wandering in the desert for 40 years in search of the Promise Land yet not being
able to enter himselfJosephthe foster father to our savior, reacted to his trials with grace and humility.
He was faithful in the role to which he was calléthul,who desperately pleaded for God to remove a
GOK2NY Ay (GUKS FfSakKeés FyR gA0K GKS {LINARGa KSft LE
pain. Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebeew-testament ceworkers with the apostles, who through their vision,
faith and boldness, were devoted to good works and acts of chaBtizabeth Feddehe bold
deaconess, who recruited and trained women to care for the urgent needs of the sick and suffering and
established what is now known as the Lutheran Medical Center in New YioekNEPA W/ELGras
been blessed with many faithful leaders and, as we continue to offer our time, talents and treasures in
ways that support our mission and purpose statement, we need to embrace the challenge when God call
dza @ ¢KS OANDdzyaidlyoOSa Ay gKAOK ¢S GdSYLIWG G2 f
when we obey God, we accomplish great thingghere do you hear God calling? Read on, as Gale James
tells of her calling.

.................................................................................................................................................................................

DISCOVER YOUR CALLINGS

Submitted by Gale H. James

All of us are gifted to give! As we discover our gifts, we can find joy in putting them to good use. Formal
aptitude tests and informal surveys as well as family and friends can help us to become acquainted with our
talents. It is surprising and funny to realize that others may not see us as we think we are! One may also
discover, as I have, that our gifts develop and even change to fit the circumstances of our lives. In varying
degrees and at different times, the gifts of teaching, organization and administration, combined with God given
enthusiasm which continually surprises me, have been the basis of my service for the church.

The teaching part has been fairly predictable, starting at a young age with Sunday School and Vacation Bible
School. But it has developed into a love of leading programs or study groups for the women of the church.
The organizational part has kept me happily in the background for dreaming about and planning all kinds of
things in the congregations where I have found a home. I truly enjoyed the same role, working on Mission:
Growth Events for the Women of the ELCA in this synod.

Then there came a glimmer of light to the gift of administration. Why do people think that if you can work in

t he background, you can work in the I imelight?
shaking knees were the only visible sign of the inner turmoil that I experienced each time I stood up to speak

to a large group of people. The good Lord must have wanted me to learn, because my fervent prayers for help
were answered and eventually after a few years, it all became easier. As president for the NEPA Synod

Women of the ELCA, I was a living, working example of the fact that God does not call the equipped. He
equips —the calledl!

The God-given gift of enthusiasm, which I mentioned, has been a blessing which I never anticipated. It has

led me to the fulfilling task of mentoring others. It has become my greatest joy to see another woman step out

of her comfort zone into a new adventure with God and the church. Answering questions and providing
encouragement for others seems to be God’ s wish
job, because | couldn’t be happier doing anythin
standing in that light?
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More: DISCOVER YOUR CALLINGS

Listen, God is Calling

The nominating committee has been hard at work praying for the members of the NEPA Synodical Women of
the ELCA; asking God to help you feel His presence, listen to His call, and then Act Boldly. Act Boldly by
sending in your nomination form to serve on the 2010-2012 board or as a delegate for the 2011 CWO Triennial
Convention in Spokane. The nomination committee is chaired by Linda Rice and is assisted by Gale James
and Joyce Wallace. Vice-president, secretary and 8 board positions are open for nominations. Please use the
forms provided within the Convention materials.

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarolewzyz

Todayodos Dreams: Tomorrowods Real i f
Cindy Schmaldinst and Joyce Wallace are the NEPA Women of the ELCA who have volunteered to be our
representatives for Today’s Dream; Tomorrows Rea
workshops to increase our understanding of white skin privilege and to look at how racism has been built into

our culture, often in ways we’ve not realized.

what the Bible says about loving one another. Cindy and Joyce will be travelling to Arden, NC for training,
March 25-26 and will be presenters at our June convention. Thank you Cindy and Joyce.

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarolewzyz

Leadership changes.

Please remember to send all changes in unit leadership to our Mission Community Convener, currently
Ruth Mease. The SWO Board tries to keep as up-to-date- as possible with contact information to be
sure the correct person is receiving the necessary information. Include your congregation name, and
the full mailing address along with the telephone number and email address. Recorder/Treasurer
information should be sent to our Treasurer, Judy Hilberg.

Their addresses can be found on the Board Member listing included within.

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarolewzyz

Chan ges in Churchwide O rgan IZallONYou may have read this in the Interchange, that

there was a need to reduce the paid staff in Chicago by 7 persons. The board and the executive director are

evaluating all processes and programs to determine what changes need to take effect to continue support of the
SWO/ CU”S in the best way possi bl e. Il am
Conference of Presidents in mid-February. Please pray that those who remain, and those who have had to

move on, will find direction and peace as they ponder the effects of their current situation.

On the bright side, there have been many new resources published this year and are available as free down-

leads for the web-site, www.womenoftheelca.org. Check it out.



http://www.womenoftheelca.org

Business = Resolutions

Why we write resolutions —Among the benefits of participating in Women of the ELCA 1is the opportunity to
have voice in determining the activities and direction of the organization. Where we go and what we do, as a
churchwide organization and as a synodical organization, is very much up to you. That is why we meet in
conventions and at those conventions, we conduct business via resolutions. A resolution should be thought of
as:

e A way to participate in the democratic process and have your voice heard,

e A means of educating women about a particular need or concern;

e A vehicle for inspiriting others to take a particular action;

Resolutions are a way to introduce and deliberate business when you assemble a large number of people
together. Resolutions are also a way to plan and think ahead, and to hold ourselves accountable for the

decisions we make. A resolution, when passed, is no longer an idea to consider — it is a commitment.

Who prepares and presents resolutions? — Every congregational unit has the right and privilege to prepare
and present, through it’'s delegate, a resolution

How is a resolution worded? — Please use the following format on the form you will find enclosed within the
Convention materials.

Whereas,-- - - therefore, be it
(state the preamble reason the motion is being offered for consideration)

Resolved, that--- - —
(state the notion)

How are resolutions handled at convention? — Any delegate may offer a resolution from the floor, which is
germane to any pending question. Resolutions of a general character and not germane to a pending question
may be introduced at the time called for during the convention. The Committee on Reference and Council
then prepares recommendations for convention action on the resolutions it receives. This committee will also
help0 delegate with the proper wording of a resolution. Three copies are necessary: One for the secretary, one
for the convention chair and one for you to keep.

Resolutions may be mailed by May 1, 2010 to:
President, Patricia Reitnauer
2678 W. Philadelphia Ave.
Oley, PA 19547



REPORT OF MISSION COMMUNITY

Here we are well into the year 2010 and looking forward to spring time weather. We also need to plan
participation in the many programs and events offered within your individual Women of the ELCA units,
clusters and Synod groups. Let's spring forward with new enthusiasm and commitment.

As convenor for the Synod Mission Community team I would like to encourage YOU to attend your spring
event which is held within your cluster area. The suggested program theme is "EAT and TREAT
YOURSELF WELL." There are many different directions to expand and include on this health topic and
caring for our body. An event survey form will be mailed to coordinators, co-coordinators, and mentors

prior to the April events and I would appreciate your reply as soon as possible following the program. The
special offering at the cluster event will again be designated for the Makete Orphan Children, Iringa, Tanzania.

A reminder that coordinator, co-coordinator (if applicable) and secretary officers will be installed at this spring

cluster event by the Synod board assigned Mentor. If at all possible, please arrange and announce the date and
location for your fall cluster event at the spring event.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR SPRING CLUSTER DATES

Bethlehem/Easton- April 17, 2010-Good Shepherd- Wilson-9 to 12 noon
Hazleton/Lehighton -April 24, Trinity, Lehighton 8:45-12:00 noon

East Berks-April 26, Trinity Topton, 6:30 Reg.-7:00 pm program

Lehigh - April 24, St. Paul's, Trexlertown- 8:45 am

Northern Lehigh Valley- April 20, St. John's, Nazareth-6:30 reg-7:00pm program
Pocono - Nothing planned.

Schuylkill- April 10 -St. Paul's, Summer Hill-Aubum-8:30am-12:00 noon
Scranton/Wilkes Barre - Nothing planned.

West Berks - April 26 - St Daniel's, Robesonia-6:15 reg.-7:00 pm program

MISSION COMMUNITY FALL 2010 CLUSTER PLANNING EVENT
WILL BE HELD ON MAY 22 AT ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH, TREXLERTOWN.
PROGRAM THEME WILL BE ON SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

Mission Community Team:

Kathleen Mathews

Linda Wickert

Ruth Mease, Convenor

2314 Jefferson Ave, West Lawn, Pa. 19609
Ph: 610-670-0680



TREASURER'S REPORT

Balance ending 11/31/09 $13,767.56

Receipts 4,505.17
Disbursements 5,630.10
Balance ending 1/31/10 $12,642.63 *

* This amount includes cluster funds and designated offerings.

Judy M. Hilberg SWO Treasurer
161 Kohler Road
Kutztown, PA 19530-9271

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarol

Spiritual Growth Retreat
Stay Connected — Yesterday, Today and Forever.

Reminder that this event will be held on March 6 at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Nazareth. The
information, directions and registration forms were included in the last issue of THE FLAME. The fact that
God gives His Spirit to all believers reveals the value He places on communications between Him and His

chil dren. Our most gracious Father provides the
and strong in the faith. Join your Christian sisters in a day to experience the power of prayer, the effectiveness
of prayer and the joy of prayer. —Stay connecte

away with an awareness of having been so richly blessed in their company and in the presence of God.

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarol

Twentyfirst NEPA SWO Convention- Building to Last Forever,

a sequel to Yesterday, Today, and Forever. In I Corinthians 3:10-11, we read that Jesus

Christ is our foundation. He is the architect, the Bible is our blueprint and we want to thank

Him, for our spiritual construction by responding with faith and Godly services. We are once
more offering programming for young girls 1:28 and your registration will be waived if you

bring a young girl with you.You will find all the registration information and listing of events for the
day as part of this mailing.

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarol

Summer 2010: A three-session Bible Study on Prayer

The Rev. Gladys G. Moore is writing about prayer and how to enrich our prayer lives. The session titles have
yet to be finalized, but watch www.lutheranwomantoday.offgr additional information. All three sessions and
their accompanying leader guides will be posted on the site in May.

Pastor Moore is an ordained pastor in the ELCA. For more than 22 years, she served as an urban pastor

in Jersey City and Newark, N.J., and for 16 of those years she was also an assistant to the bishop of the New
Jersey Synod. She now serves as dean of religious and spiritual life at Mount Holyoke College in South
Hadley, Mass.

—Reprinted wi tliterchasge theiclaishwidemewdletteoofiiWomen of the ELCA, Copyright © 2010 Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.l
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Let Everything That Has Breath Praise God
Friday, March 5, 2010, we journey to Cameroon and enter a world vibrant
g with song and praise. From Cameroon
., tropical forests to its mountainous Adamawa massifs, we will pick up our
/' instruments and make music. Together we will dance in the procession while
singing praises to God. Together we will fulfill the call of Psalm 150: Let

#) Everything That Has Breath Praise GGdWDP USA Committee
' &’; Since the first World Day of Prayer service in 1920, diverse communities of
> W W women of faith have been coming together to pray for peace and justice
AN S around the world. It was the very notion that communities of women could
\ ¢ ) come together across denominational lines to pray together that sparked this
movement, which continues today. Over the last 90 years, World Day of
. Prayer has expanded to more than 180 countries and regions. On March 6,
y ) Pa N 2009, more than 1,700 services with more than 68,000 participants took
& | "~ o @& | place throughout the United States alone. Celebrating World Day of Prayer is

e 2 e 7t Y L) a great way to get together with other churches in your area and celebrate
' ecumenical partnership in your community!

- b ¥)
of everything that has beeath peaise (zoc

We encourage you to seek out services in your area or perhaps hold one in your own congregation. There
are several worship resources created by the women of Cameroon and the World Day of Prayer USA
Committee that can enhance your experience and make your planning easy. For more information and to order 2010
materials, visit: www.wdpusa.orgr call toll free:
1-888-937-8720.

World Day of Prayer USA Committee

Formed in 2005, the World Day of Prayer USA Committee consists of representatives from Church Women United as

well as wvarious denominations, including the ELCA,
—i nformed prayer followed by action, Il and the commi:t
and editing resources as well as the good stewardship of the generous World Day of Prayer offerings. More

than $98,000 in domestic and international grants were joyously given from the 2009 offerings. The 2010

offering grants will focus on concerns expressed by the women of Cameroon, including education, equality, and

human trafficking. A complete listing of grant recipients can be found at www.wdpusa.org

—Reprinted wi tliterchaagethriclaishividemewsletteoofiWomen of the ELCA, Copyright © 2010 Women of the
Evangel i cal Lut heran Church in America./l

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarolewzyz

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK US OUT ON “FACEBOOK!”

Our Page is “BOLD WOMEN OF NEPA Women of the ELCA”




Recycle cell phones: help women, raise money

Women of the ELCA has teamed with the Women’s Fundin
ongoing effort to recycle cell phones, help women, and raise money at the same time.

Money raised will be used to:
A support programs that |ift women and families o
A hel p s u-edsolutidns toxhe muat pressing global issues, from climate change to
economic security; and
A provide 911 emergency phones for senior citizen

How it works:

A Roughly 60 percent of cell phones sent in wild.l
revenue generated from resold phones is invested in programs that lift women and families out of
poverty.
A portion of the phones not sold will be progra
survivors and other people at risk.
A The remaining cell phones will be recycled acco

Why is it important?
AL A staggering 70% of people in pove
A In the United States alone, 14.6 m
poverty line—equal to the combined populations of lowa, Indiana and Wisconsin.
A  Recycling one million cell phones reduces the s
1,368 cars off the road for a year.

rty globally
il lion women

Visit The Women’'s Fundi ng Ne twwoworkenssundingnketiorkrig/takeaction/e c y ¢
consumefactionsf or downl oadabl e fact sheets and flyers you c

of phones, go to that same Web page and click on the
taken to a page where you can print a postage-paid shipping label right from your computer. Pack a box, affix the label,
and send it in. I't's that easy!

The information in this article and all the links you need can also be found at www.womenoftheelca.oig the section
—Action and Advocacy: Mobilizing Women. I

—Reprinted wi tliterchamgethriclaushiwidemewsletteoofiWomen of the ELCA, Copyright © 2010 Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America./l

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarol

Chatter Box ArticlesBo |l d Wo men 6s D aharewhalysrbniddta r y
celebrate the many and diverse ways we act boldly on our faith in Jesus Christ.
Article due to Carole Snyder by May 1, 2010

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarol

Still Looking for a Network Communicator This opportunity requires contacting various
local media to advertise events8times per year. Contact Patricia Reitnauer@tina@dejazzd.corfior
additional information.



mailto:patina@dejazzd.com

Stewardship Emphasis Children: Survive and Thrive

In addition to the $700 of 2009 convention offerings already delivered to the Women in Development, for the
Orphanage project in Tanzania, our treasurer has an additional $1000 in hand and we still have our Spring
Cluster meeting offerings to receive. Our congregational women have done an outstanding job in supporting
this emphasis as others in the past. You are a generous group. God bless you for your continued support, even
in these tough times.

Moving forward, into the Fall and 2011, our offerings will be directed to Camp Noah. Camp Noah is a VBS
type ministry to children affected by disaster .In a recent article from Lutheran Congregational Services, there
are specifics on the program for 2010, including the intended location, West Virginia, and a request for
financial support. Three camps including 43 volunteers cost $35,000, for the trips to lowa last year, with the
greatest expense directed to airfare and care rentals -sticking more closely to home for 2010, will cut down on
the transportation costs. The article noted that as a result of seeing the impact on children when they received
their own —speciall quilt, it has been decided t
donated 500 quilts this past summer alone. So ladies, here’s another way we can support this ministry.
The quilts can be pieced, crocheted or knit — light weight, washable and between 3 1/2 x 4 1/2 ft. to twin
size. They need to get to the Congregational Services office in Allentown by May 15, 2010. Include the
time spent, the names of the contributors and whether they are Thrivent members. More info is
available from ruth@Ilutherancongreagtionalservices.omy patina@dejazzd.comr call 610770-9205.

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarol

Please note: the address and phone number for the Newsletter Editor has changed.
Please be sure to mail any of your address changes to the new address. Thank you!

Subscription Information for The Flame.

Name Please send this form to:
Address Carole Snyder

118 Bridge St Apt 205
City State Zipt4 Catasauqua, PA 18032-2559
Telephone Make checks payable to:
Email NEPA/WELCA

Change of Officer/Mailing Update Cost is $5/year

Church Name
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FLORIDA COURT SETS ATHEIST HOLY DAY

In Florida , an atheist created a case against the upcoming Easter and Passover Holy days. He hired an
attorney to bring a discrimination case against Christians and Jews and observances of their holy days. The
argument was that it was unfair that atheists had no such recognized days.

The case was brought before a judge. After listening to the passionate presentation by the lawyer, the judge
banged his gavel declaring, "Case dismissed!"

The lawyer immediately stood objecting to the ruling saying, "Your honor, How can you possibly dismiss this
case? The Christians have Christmas, Easter and others. The Jews have Passover, Yom
Kippur and Hanukkah, yet my client and all other atheists have no such holidays.."

The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, "But you do. Your client, counsel, is woefully ignorant."
The lawyer said, "Your Honor, we are unaware of any special observance or holiday for atheists."

The judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is April Fools Day. Psalm 14:1 states, 'The fool says in his heart,
there is no God.' Thus, it is the opinion of this court, that, if your client says there is no God, then he is a fool.
Therefore, April Ist is his day. Court is adjourned."

You gotta love a Judge that knows his scripture!

noreasternpawomenofthelcacarol

Sneak preview: Upcoming LWT Bible studies
The Lutheran Woman Tod&@010-2011 Bible study (September 2010 through May 2011) will explore topics
that can be hard to talk about. But we must talk about them if we want to enrich our lives together as a

community of faith, say the authors of —The Peop
brought the Rev. Linda Johnson Seyenkulo and the Rev. Jensen Seyenkulo to the topic of unity in the midst of
diversity is Amos 3:3 (KJV): —Can two wal k toget

the Bible study so that the Leader Guide and Companion Bible can be available for the first Bible study intro
event, at Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, lowa, May 19-20, 2010. Watch the July/August 2010
issue of LWT for an article by the Seyenkulos about the upcoming Bible study.

The Seyenkul os met as seminarians in Minnesot a,
Africa). War drove the couple back to the United States, where they settled in the Chicago area. Now the

parents of three teenagers, Linda and Jensen have served the church as parish pastors, educators, and

administrators. Linda is currently pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Park Forest, Ill., and Jensen is director

for rostered and authorized ministries in the EL

The People of God: Unity in the Midst of Diversity
September 2010 The People of God: Reading the Bible
October 2010 The People of God: Body of Christ

November 2010 The People of God: Stewardship

December 2010 The People of God: Spiritual Gifts

January 2011 The People of God: Worship

February 2011 The People of God: Race and Culture

March 2011 The People of God: Loving Relationships

April 2011 The People of God: Barriers to Resurrection

May 2011 The People of God: Witnessing and Evangelism
—Reprinted wi tliterchagge theiclanshwidemewdletteoofiiWomen of the ELCA, Copyright © 2010 Women of the
Evangelical Lut heran Church in America./l
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Board Members of the NEPA Synod Women of the ELCA

President
Pat Reitnauer (09-11)
2678 W. Philadelphia Ave.
Oley PA 19547-8506
610-689-5153
patina@dejazzd.com
East

Vice President

Secretary
Nancy Reichelt (08-10)

165 Sweet Arrow Lake Road
Pine Grove, PA 17963-8051
570-345-3909
Nancy_alfalaval@hotmail.com

Schuyl kil / St.

Pine Grove

Treasurer
Judy Hilberg (09-11)

161 Kohler Road
Kutztown PA 19530-9271
West Berks/Bern, Leesport
610-683-3833
hilbergl61@verizon.net
East

Network Communicator

Northeastern PA Synod
4865 Hamilton Boulevard
Wescosville PA 18106-9705
610-395-6891

FAX 610-398-7083
nepsynod@rcn.com

Ber ks/ St .

Mission: Growth

Vicki Espinoza, Convenor (09-10)

19 Eagles Lane

Reading PA 19607-9394
610-777-3702
espydad@verizon.net

Ber ks / Fr i eWestBerks'Atone@dnteRgading

Tammy Hetzel (09-11)
14 Northgate Blvd.
Easton PA 18045-2027
610-559-0424
tamhetzel@ptd.net
Bethlehem-Easton/
Good Shepherd, Easton

Peter’ s,
Mission: Community
Ruth Mease, Convenor (08-10)
2314 Jefferson Avenue
West Lawn PA 19609-2329
610-670-0680
bernelca@juno.com

Kathleen Mathews (08-10)
2 Oak Drives ,
Easton PA 18042-7014
610-252-6341
Kathleen.mathews@rcn.com
Bethlehem-Easton

St . John' s,

Linda Wickert

3101 Eisenbrown Road
Reading PA 19605-2308
610-939-9783
lindawickert@verizon.net

West Berks/Calvary, Laureldale

I Wi

Kut zt own

a

Mission: Action

Diane McElwee, Convenor (08-10)
547 Fancy Hill Road

Boyertown PA 19512-8181
610-367-1635
dmcelwee@dejazzd.com

East Ber ks/ St.

Newsletter Editor &

SWO Mailing List Coordinator
Carole Snyder

118 Bridge St Apt 205

Catasauqua PA 18032-2559
610-231-9523
Elorac5707@rcn.com
Northern

Lehigh

Executive Director, W/ ELCA
Linda Post Bushkofsky

8765 West Higgins Road

Chicago IL 60631-4189
808-638F342Q Ext 2730
lindabushkofsky@elca.org

CWO President, W/ ELCA
Beth G. Wrenn

8765 West Higgins Road
Chicago IL 60631-4189
800-638-3522

J

/

ohn'’

St .
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The Flame

NEPA Women of the ELCA
118 Bridge St Apt 205
Catasauqua PA 18032-2559

“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

Schedule of Meetings

2010

March 6 Spiritual Growth Retreat (Snow date March 13)
April 24 Executive Board Meet.i
April 17—May 1 Spring Meetings of Mission Clusters

April 24 Executive Board Meeting - St. John 's, Kutztown
April 17-May 1 Spring Meetings of Mission Clusters

May 8 Board Meeting - Synod Office, Wescosville

May 22 Cluster Planning for Fall meeting

June 12 SWO 21st Convention - Christ United, Ashland

June 18-19 NEPA Synod Assembly - Wachovia Arena,
Wilkes-Barre
July 24 - Board Transition Meeting—Muhlenberg College

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Lehigh Valley PA
Permit No. 602

Purpose Statement
As a community of women

created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in

,Jes@stChristtaméh n’ s Ku

empowered by the Holy
Spirit,

We commit ourselves to
grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our

callings, engage in ministry
and action, and

promote healing and
wholeness in the church, the
society, and the world.
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